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Welcome to the 2022 Kansas Legislative Session. This is the second year of the biennium, so 

bills and resolutions from the 2021 Session carry over to the 2022 Session. In addition, new bills 

may be introduced, continuing with the numbering from last session.  

For a review of common legislative terms, please refer to the “Common Legislative Terms” list 

on the www.KansasCounties.org website in the “Services” Tab under “Legislative,” or bookmark 

http://www.kansascounties.org/services/legislative/common-legislative-terms.pdf/view  

Summaries of all legislation passed during the 2021 session or special session can be found at 

www.kslegresearch.org under the Publications tab by searching the 2021 Summary of 

Legislation and 2021 Legislative Highlights.  There is a summary of the 2021 Special Session 

under the publications tab. You can also find helpful resources in the Legislative Briefing Book. 

Topics of interest covered in the 2020 Briefing Book include Elections and Ethics, Redistricting, 

State and Local Government, Taxation and Transportation, among others. 

What Happened This Week 

The Kansas Legislature had a very uneven week this week. Several committee meetings at the 

end of the week were postponed or cancelled due to member and staff illnesses and absences. 

Some of these absences could continue to impact the legislature next week, as numerous House 

members have been absent this week, and several Senators have been hit and miss this week. 

The Senate Local Government Committee did hear the Legislative Post Audit report on county 

procurement practices. This audit only evaluated the processes in 11 counties, the five largest, 

three smallest and three medium sized counties. The audit recommended best practices for the 

counties that it audited, but reviewing those best practices for procurement policies may be 

beneficial for all counties. 

HB 2477, which extends the Governor’s executive orders for healthcare workers and adult care 

home workers through January 20, 2023, was approved on the evening of January 20, 2022. 

The Senate made a couple of amendments, one dealing with the date, the other dealing with a 

clarification that the licensing waivers only applied to professions that currently require licensing. 

The Senate and House both approved the bill, which advanced to the Governor. As the deadline 

to extend expires on January 21, 2022, it is anticipated that the Governor will sign the bill quickly. 

Senate Tax also took up SB 306, which provides a sales tax exemption for county ambulance 

districts that are 501(c)(3) non-profits. This bill impacts a handful of smaller ambulance districts 
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that do not operate as county agencies, but do receive tax funding. While there does not seem 

to be any opposition to this bill, KAC is monitoring whether this bill ends up in a larger package, 

or proceeds on its own. 

The redistricting process marches on. Even as I submit this, the House and Senate committees 

are at work on various Congressional map proposals. The guidelines emphasize keeping 

counties whole as much as possible, but some counties will likely have to be split. 

What’s Coming Next Week 

The focus of the week of January 24 will be a trio of energy bills and different versions of the 

food sales tax bills. Looking first at the energy bills, SB 323 and SB 324 will be heard in Senate 

Utilities on Wednesday, January 26 and Thursday, January 27, respectively. SB 323 would 

establish requirements for agreements for wind and solar energy developments. SB 324 would 

establish a process for voiding or terminating easements and leases for wind and solar energy 

developments. While SB 323 does not impact counties, it is something that all counties are 

aware of. SB 324 does, however, impact counties. This bill requires counties to file within the 

Register of Deeds office notices of termination under the process established in the bill. 

SB 325 impacts counties directly, as it would create zoning requirements for wind and solar 

facilities and provide procedures to reverse approved zoning for wind and solar facilities. KAC 

will be entering testimony on this bill, which will be heard in the Senate Local Government 

Committee on Tuesday, January 25 (proponents) and Thursday, January 27 (opponents).  

The food sales tax bills, as covered in last week’s One Big Thing, have proposed to end the 

statewide portion of the sales tax on food while maintaining the local portion of the sales tax. 

KAC will be entering testimony on the two bills before the House Taxation committee, HB 2484 

and HB 2487. Those bills will both be heard on Tuesday, January 25 in the House Tax 

committee. 

Additional Resources 

For daily information on things happening in the Legislature, follow @KansasCounties and 

@JayHallKS on Twitter. 

You can find information on the Kansas Legislature, such as daily calendars, audio links, and 

bill text at www.kslegislature.org.  

You can watch or listen to committee proceedings at: www.sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/ 

Harmony/en/View/Calendar/ or by following the Kansas Legislature on YouTube. 

2022 Legislative deadlines can be found at: 

http://kslegislature.org/li/documents/2022_calendar_deadline.pdf 
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